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Governing council report
The governing council started the year with new leadership in the Chair and Treasurer positions. The council’s focus for 
the first quarter was to work with the new school leadership to clear issues carried over from the previous year, simplify 
the governing council structure and provide clarity to the governing council’s role such that the Principal could make 
operational decisions related to the school without undue process or consultation. As a result, early actions for the 
council included providing delegated authority to the principal to manage OSHC through the instrument of authorisation, 
and the dissolution of the canteen and buildings & grounds subcommittees.
There were several major achievements throughout the year with significant contributions from the governing council and 
its members. In June the council approved the purchase of defibrillation machines to be installed at OSHC and in the 
school office, in September the installation of multi-use goalposts on the oval, and in September support to the colour fun 
run organised by the P&F group.
In October the council supported the purchase and installation of new play equipment, using money raised from the 
colour fun run and other P&F-led fundraising events, as well as surplus from the school budget and the OSHC. The play 
equipment was selected by the student leadership and the council was pleased to witness and endorse a process of 
student consultation. The council expects the new playground, along with maintenance activities carried out during the 
holidays, will improve the disposition of the school significantly as well as providing a great community asset.
Financially, council has been very pleased with the efficient and prudent management of the budget by the leadership 
and business manager. The year ended with the school forecast to improve on the budgeted end of year financial 
position and with no aged debtors, which is a fantastic achievement.
The year ended with the resignation of two long-serving members of the council in Jenny Glasper and Stephen 
Nicholson, who retire from the council with our thanks. At the end of the year the OSHC director announced his 
resignation, with a new director to be appointed in the new year.
Governing council has had a highly successful year working collaboratively with the school leadership. Council is 
encouraged by the many positive steps taken by the new leadership to improve the school, especially in staff morale and 
student achievement.

Context and highlights
Enrolments remained steady in 2021 with 282 students from Reception to Year 7.  There were 11 classes made up of 
some straight year levels and a number of composite classes. There are 17 students with verified learning needs, 4 
EALD students and 5 ATSI students.
2021 saw a new leadership team appointed to Woodside Primary School, along with a few new staff members 
throughout the year.  Our Acquaintance Night got the year off to a very positive start with most parents in attendance and 
a sausage sizzle to bring families together and welcome new families to the school. The year 6/7 students went on their 
aquatics day and our Reception to Year 5 students had swimming lessons in term 1. Our swimmers also managed to 
participate in the Courier Cup with the support of our PE teacher and some enthusiastic parent volunteers.  All students 
participated in Clean Up Australia and Harmony Day activities. Sports Day was another highlight to end term 1, for the 
first time in over 12 months we were able to get together as a community and work together as a team. In term 1 we 
purchased 60 new laptops and were gifted 60 more by the Department for Education, this ensured our NAPLAN testing 
in term 2 ran very smoothly. Students participated in Orienteering, Cross Country and Knock Out sports, demonstrating 
their skills and talents across all sports. 
Unfortunately Covid restrictions came back into place with a lockdown to begin term 3 but we still managed to send the 
year 4 & 5 students off to camp at El Shaddai in week 3. Our Art teacher put together a SALA Show where student Art 
work was displayed at a local caf�. We celebrated Book Week with a dress up day and a book fair. The year 6 & 7 
students went to Woodhouse for their final primary school camp experience and we closed the term with a fabulous 
Colour Fun Run, raising $16,000 to put toward our new playground project.
In term 3 we had a very moving Remembrance Day Assembly with members of the 16th regiment from Woodside 
Barracks in attendance. The year 2/3/4 students went on camp to Narnu Farm and our year 6 & 7 students had their 
transition to high school visits at a number of local and city high schools. Many excursions were organized throughout 
the year, adding value to learning programs delivered at school. The year came to an end with a fabulous outdoor 
concert where parents could picnic on the oval and watch their children perform. This was followed by a unique 
graduation night where a double cohort of students graduated due to the year 7 to high school shift. 
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Goal 1: Teachers are implementing weekly problem solving lessons, developing mathematical vocabulary and checking 
for misconceptions is a focus. Student confidence and resilience to attempt problems has increased. Teachers have 
increased the rigor, use consistent lesson structure, learning intentions and success criteria. The use of quilts is 
beginning to filter across the school from the Partnership PLC. The use of DfE units in years 3-7 has developed a 
consistent approach across the Primary Years. Evidence gathered from observations and discussions with students and 
teachers indicate that students have built resilience to have a go at solving problems, trialing strategies, apply 
knowledge, demonstrate reasoning, explain strategies used, use and understand mathematical vocabulary applicable to 
their year level. There is evidence from observations of manipulatives being used R-7. There has been some 
improvement in years 3 HB achievement & year 4 SEA and HB achievement in PAT M. In years 5, 6 & 7 achievement 
has remained very similar. The tracking of PAT data over the last 3 years using excel spreadsheet shows most students 
have made good growth.  
Goal 2: Teachers are using the Brightpath scale to identify next steps of learning and teaching and enable students to set 
their own writing goals using Bump it Up Walls. Teachers are incorporating quick writes into their daily writing program, 
this is developing student confidence and understanding for editing and re-crafting and building stamina for writing 
throughout the school. Evidence in student work books indicates quick writes are consistent across all classes. 
Brightpath moderation indicates most students have improved their Brightpath score. Brightpath has provided teachers 
with a consistent moderation scale that enables them to accurately track and monitor the next steps in learning for each 
student.  
Goal 3: The approach to teaching reading has changed significantly, teachers are now providing a balanced reading 
program incorporating Guided Reading, Modelled, Shared and Independent Reading. Teachers are planning together, 
sharing resources and activities to ensure students are engaged in meaningful reading tasks while Guided Reading 
occurs. There is a consistent approach to recording students next steps in learning, goal setting by students has 
improved considerably, students easily able to identify next steps in learning. After working with LGU year 1/2 teachers 
are now using explicit spelling strategies, connecting their spelling with decodable and guided reading text. There is a 
targeted approach to intervention based on data set such as PSC, Heggerty and Running Records. PAT R and Lit Pro 
provide evidence of growth in reading as a result of a focus on comprehension strategies in Guided Reading sessions. 
Positive feedback is given by students across site around guided reading.  From observations, PDP meetings and peer 
observations it is evident that Guided Reading professional development and resources have been implemented in all 
classes. 

Quality improvement planning
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 57% 56% 33%

Middle progress group * 33% 48%

Lower progress group 30% * 19%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * 50% 33%

Middle progress group 48% 44% 48%

Lower progress group 35% * 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 36 36 17 11 47% 31%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average 33.5 33.5 15.5 10.5 46% 31%

Year 5 2021 30 30 11 3 37% 10%

Year 5 2019-2021 Average 30.5 30.5 11.0 5.0 36% 16%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 State (average)
Upper progress group * 25%

Middle progress group * 49%

Lower progress group * 26%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 State (average)
Upper progress group * 22%

Middle progress group * 51%

Lower progress group * 27%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 * * * * * *

Year 3 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

Targeted support and intervention in both Literacy and Numeracy for for our ATSI students based on individual student 
data was provided by School Support staff, particularly in reading and numeracy.

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Quality Teaching

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

2 students one in year 4 and one year 5 showed significant growth in reading, moving up 160 and 110 lexile points 
respectively. One year 2 student moved up 8 Running Record levels. A year 6 student and reception student made 
minimal progress despite significant intervention. 
In year 5 there was a significant gain in Numeracy achievement for the 1 ATSI student. All but one student achieved SEA 
or higher for PAT M.
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In NAPLAN Numeracy 3/29 year 5 students achieved in the HB.  6/18 Year 7 students were in the higher bands and 3 
just out of the HB. We did not meet the year 5 target. We exceeded the year 3 & 7 targets. 
In NAPLAN Writing 16/18 Year 7’s achieved SEA (88%), 19/29 Year 5’s achieved SEA (66%), 32/34 Year 3’s achieved 
SEA. We exceeded the target set for year 7. 
We did not meet the target set for year 5. No target was set for year 3 but achievement was high. 
In NAPLAN Reading 15/34 Year 3 students achieved in the HB, 11/29 Year 5 students achieved in the higher bands, 7/18
 Year 7 students achieved in the HB.  We exceeded the year 3 , 5 & 7 targets.
• The Phonics Screening Check achievement was significantly higher in 2021 (95%) than 2020 even adding the 7 
students who were not tested in 2020 (66%) 
• We had lots of improvement in year 3 reading when comparing data from 2020 to 2021, 10 more students achieved 
SEA and 15 more scored in upper scale score in PAT. In Maths 5 students fell below SEA in PAT but 6 more moved into 
the higher bands.  
• In year 4 Reading 11 more students met SEA and 8 more moved into higher band scale scores. There was also 
improvement in maths with 6 more achieving SEA and 4 more moving into HB scale scores. 
• Year 5 reading SEA achievement remained the same with the exception of HB NAPLAN where 11 less students 
achieved HB. The same occurred in Maths with 6 less achieving in HB in NAPLAN.  
• Year 6 Reading remained the same but 13 have dropped out of the HB since year 3 NAPLAN. Numeracy remained the 
same and 11 students remained in the HB’s in PAT and increased from year 3 NAPLAN from 7 to 11. No year 5 NAPLAN 
available. 
• Year 7 cohort numbers have decreased (many go to independent schools after year 6). Of those who are still attending 
results are very similar with a slight decrease in HB PAT reading. In Maths there is a larger % in HB NAPLAN very similar 
PAT results were achieved.   

School performance comment
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Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows recorded 
destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
NG - ATTENDING NON-GOV SCHOOL IN SA 15 27.3%
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

39 70.9%

U - UNKNOWN 1 1.8%

The Leadership Team provide support for all medium to high level behaviours and record these on EDSAS. Parents 
are informed if Leadership are involved and class teachers make contact with parents about lower-level classroom 
behaviours. Restorative Practices are used across the site and hence only one student was suspended during the 
year. We aim to communicate promptly with parents and work with them to resolve any issues. Designated 
Interoception areas are set up for students to have some calming time and behaviour issues are discussed with all 
involved. 

Behaviour support comment

Parent opinion survey summary
116 parents provided responses to the 2021 Parent Engagement Survey, a much higher response due to the DfE 
sending out a link to all parents. Overall, the responses were very positive and an improvement on previous years. 
Areas of strong improvement are communication, respectfulness, and support and encouragement of learning. Areas 
to improve further are parents having input into learning and providing parents with learning tips. We regularly put 
articles on how to support students at home in the newsletter but these may need to be promoted and followed up at a 
class level. Knowing the standard of work required for their child and being provided with useful feedback were also 
areas for improvement. Comments provided were overall positive although some parents felt communication is 
outstanding, while others feel there is too much or not enough. We will continue to streamline our forms of 
communication. 

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reception 95.8% 91.5% 89.0% 91.5%

Year 1 95.2% 94.0% 86.4% 93.2%

Year 2 94.8% 94.0% 91.2% 92.6%

Year 3 95.4% 93.5% 89.9% 94.9%

Year 4 96.3% 95.4% 88.6% 94.5%

Year 5 95.3% 95.6% 91.7% 93.0%

Year 6 89.9% 92.1% 90.8% 94.0%

Year 7 95.9% 94.8% 91.2% 94.8%

Total 94.8% 93.8% 89.8% 93.5%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
Attendance improved considerably in 2021 with an overall attendance rate of 94%. There were very few students who 
required intervention but those who did responded well to a letter outlining the number of days absent and why it is 
important to attend school. We monitor attendance on a daily basis, parents are phoned if an absence is unexplained. 
A number of articles on the importance of attendance have been placed in the newsletter. 
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Relevant history screening
All staff, volunteers, service providers and trades people are required to hold a current WWCC. This is checked by 
admin staff on entry to the site and recorded on EDSAS.

All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 26
Post Graduate Qualifications 9

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification table. 
Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 15.2 0.0 8.5
Persons 0 19 0 13

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $3,223,853
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $81,139
Fund Raising $23,562
Other $10,000

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement 0.2 of the Deputy Principal role is allocated to well-being and in term 2 we appointed a 
well-being teacher 0.2 using the extra funding due to the 2019 bushfires. School values 
revised and promoted by all staff.

Students and families supported by 
school and outside services as required.

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

There are 4 EALD students, 1 requiring extra support from an SSO particularly in reading. All EALD students showed growth in 
reading.

Inclusive Education Support Program SSO allocated to all students with category of support in line with their allocation. 
Students not meeting benchmarks provided with intervention such as Mini-Lit and Multi-
Lit.

All students made progress toward 
learning goals.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

SSO support to implement intervention in reading using Mini-Lit and Multi-Lit for years 1-4
 not meeting reading benchmarks. Year 1 students not meeting phonics benchmark were 
identified and provided with phonics intervention using Heggerty and Jolly Phonics 
revision. 
SSO support to provide small group intervention in class working on place value and 
automaticity. Early Year intervention kits developed using Big Ideas in Number to revise 
concepts and fill gaps in learning.   

Excellent year 1 Phonics Screening 
results and reading levels. Students 
involved in intervention showed 
considerable growth in reading.

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Australian Curriculum Grant provided release time for staff to collect and analyse data e.g. 
Running Records and Brightpath and attend PD.

Targeting learning to support students.

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

SSO support provided to the 5 ATSI students to improve reading and number skills. All students showed strong reading 
growth and numeracy skills and 
confidence.

Better schools funding The Deputy Principal role included providing PD across the site in Reading to develop 
consistency of practice. Resources purchased, Literacy Pro used from year 2 up to track 
and monitor reading. 

A balanced reading program consistent 
across the site.

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

N/A N/A

Improved outcomes for gifted students SIP goals based around stretching students into higher bands. Students setting their own 
goals and tracking and monitoring progress.

Students continuing to achieve in the 
higher bands

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.




